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of transport workers broke out in Berlin* This had been
hatched by the Communists. Now, instead of demonstrat-
ing his friendship for capital by sending his men to work,
Hitler decided to let the National Socialists stay out with
the Communists. This decision was the more grotesque
because the Social Democratic Trade Unions, and also the
Strasser group itself, had advised against any connection
at all with the Communists. The strike was carried out
without the approval of the Trade Unions. It had had a
depressing effect on the population and the antipathy to
this unusual union likewise expressed itself in a considerable
loss of votes by the National Socialists.
Hitler loses Ground
On the 6th November 1932, with the paralysing effect
of the transport strike still persisting, the elections for the
new Reichstag took place.
Papen had laid great store by strengthening the position
of the German Nationalists, who were by this time almost
alone in their support of his policy. The Zentrum had left
him high and dry. The opposition of Bruning and Kaas
was implacable. This enmity had become so powerful that
it led Hitler to attempt, on the basis of their common
hostility to Papen, a proposal to Bruning for the formation
of a common government with the National Socialists,
which would have had a parliamentary majority (two
hundred and thirty National Socialists and ninety-seven of
the Zentrum out of the total six hundred and eight seats
in the Reichstag). But Bruning politely refused. However
great might be his hatred of Papen, his distaste and aversion
to Hitler were greater still.
The National Socialists had very little money indeed with
which to finance the election propaganda, and consequently
they endeavoured to persuade the masses by relying more
and more upon the bludgeon of terror. Despite this, the
result was devastating for themselves, and proved that
secession from Hitler was in full progress, and that it was
but a matter of a few months before the sun would set on